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PRIVATE JAMES TREVOR ALLEN MM 

Service Number: 24184 
1st/4th Battalion Leicestershire Regiment  
Killed in action 15th March 1917, Aged 20 
Foncquevilliers Military Cemetery, France Grave 3 E3 
Burbage War Memorial  
St Catherine’s Churchyard, Family Gravestone. 
Hinckley War Memorial  

 

James Allen was born at Burton on Trent in 1897. He was the 
eldest child of the three children born to George and Jessie 
Allen. Perhaps because of his father’s work, as a butcher, in 
his childhood the family moved around Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire. On the 1911 census, the family are living on 
Swannington Road, Ravenstone. James, aged 14, is listed as 
having no occupation. Before James enlisted, in 1915, the 
family may have moved to New Cottages, Sketchley. James 
was employed by Parson and Sherwin Ironmongers of 
Hinckley. James enlisted in Loughborough with the 
Leicestershire Regiment.  

By May 1916 he was posted to France and survived 
some of the terrible battles of 1916. A few days before his 
death, he was awarded the Military Medal for devotion to 
duty and conspicuous gallantry. His commanding officer in a 
letter to his family described his action that gained him the 
Medal. ‘On March 2nd 1917 at Gommecourt, when 
attacked by a strong enemy bombing party, far superior in 
number to our own, Private Allen by his coolness and 
presence of mind, undoubtedly saved the lives of two of his 
comrades. Two of the men were covered by rifles of the 
enemy and they immediately opened fire on them, 
wounding one severely. Allen continued bombing the enemy 
when our own party had temporarily withdrawn.’  

On 14th March 1917, James was told he had been 
awarded the Medal. At Foncquevilliers, France, on the 
evening of March 15th 1917 at 6pm James was standing near 
his dugout when a shell pitched right in the road, a piece hit 
him and he died instantly. 

 

Figure 15 Newspaper report of the death of Pte Allen 

His mother received letters of condolence from Lieutenant-
Colonel C H Jones and Second Lieutenant T H Ball who 
described James as a fine soldier ever ready to do his duty 
and always cheerful and happy. The Cemetery Register at 
Foncquevilliers, had at one time, a handwritten note against 
his name: “One of D Company’s best bombers. One killed 
and 55 wounded by the same howitzer shell landing in 
Foncquevilliers.” 
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Figure 16 Pte Allen account of death to his mother 

James Allen’s name was later added to the side panel of the 
Burbage War Memorial, misleadingly under the men who 
had died from the effects of the War. Along with Privates 
Fred Newman and Sidney Worthington these three men 
lived at Sketchley Cottages. It is believed, as this was not in 
the centre of the village, although still in the Parish, the three 
names had accidentally been omitted at the time of the 
original construction of the Memorial in 1921. 

Included in the register of Army effects; the sum of £32 
18s 2d was paid to his Mother on the 6th June 1917. She also 
received a War Gratuity of £8 10s on 28th October 1919. 
James Allen’s name is also on the Family Grave in St 
Catherine’s Churchyard. 

 

 

Figure 17 Foncquevilliers Military Cemetery 

 

Figure 18 St Catherine’s Churchyard 
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Figure 19 Medal Card 

 

Figure 20 1911 Census – Swannington Road, Ravenstone 

 


